CSI NIHILENT e-GOVERNANCEAWARDS 2009-2010:  BRIEF REPORT

CSI Nihilent e-Governance Awards 2009-201 ceremony was one of the main events at the 45th Annual Convention of Computer Society of India (CSI-2010) held at Mumbai in Hotel Taj Lands End held on 26 Nov 2010. This special session was chaired by Prof P Thrimurthy, President, CSI with the renowned Dr Vijay Bhatkar, Chairman, e-Governance Committee, Maharashtra as the Chief Guest. Apart from Conveners of this years Awards Mr Piyush Gupta, NISG and Dr GP Sahu, MNNIT, Maj Gen (Dr) R K Bagga, Chairman, CSI-SIGeGOV participated in distribution of award trophies as well as certificates. M/s Nihilent was represented by their Vice President, Mr Ravi Teja, who addressed the audience and assured continued support to future awards.
The following important dignitaries including Hon’ble Minister of Revenue from Goa, Mr Philip Jose D’Souza and Mr Ravi S Saxena, IAS Additional Chief Secretary State of Gujarat were presented CSI Nihilent e-Governance Awards of Excellence for the year 2009-2010 in a well attended Session:
STATE Category Award GUJARAT Represented by Shri Ravi S Saxena, IAS Additional Chief Secretary and Dr Neeta Shah, Director e-Governance Gujarat* 
DEPARTMENT Category Awards
GOA

Represented by Hon’ble Minister of Revenue from Goa, Mr   Philip Jose D’Souza and Mr Mihir Vardhan*, 
IGP Directorate of Settlement & Land Records and   Department of Prisons
MAHARASHTRA
Represented by Sanjay Bhatia, IAS and Ravindra Patil* for the Sales Tax 
Department, Government of Maharashtra  
SPECIAL AREAS DEPARTMENT Category Award Winners were
Public Distribution
Mr Rajiv Agarwal, IAS (Department of Food & Civil Supplies, UP)
Law & Judiciary 
Mr Dharmesh Kumar, IPS (Computerization of Himachal Pradesh Police, HP)


Research 

Dr K Jayakumar, IAS /Dr S Rajan (CSIR, Government of India)
Environment 

Mr Hardik Shah*, Member Secretary (Gujarat Pollution Control Board, Gujarat) 

DISTRICT Category (Joint Winners)
Punjab & UP
Ms Shruti Singh*, IAS Collector received the 

Awards for Shahid Bhagat Singh Nagar District and Mr Raj Sekhar, IAS District Magistrate/Collector for Jhansi District. Akash Triptahi, Collector Gwalior, got District Appreciation Award Gwalior District.
PROJECTS Category 
(G2C)  “MP Online” award was handed over to Mr Satnam Singh Sethi of MP
“CHOICE,” project of state of Chhattisgarh taken by Mr Vinod Gupta, IAS CEO, CHiPS along with Prashant Shukla (COO of CMC Ltd)

(G2G) Project Integrated Finance & Forest Works Management, from MP was accepted by Shri Anil Oberoi, IFS
(G2B) Project e-Tax Administration from Kerala was represented by Suman Billa, IAS.
JURY APPRECIATION AWARD
NCAOR, Goa - Ministry of Earth Sciences was collected by S Rajan
*During the Awardees Session in the fore noon, these speakers had the opportunity to share their experiences and achievements with large number of delegates attending CSI-2010 at the same venue.
Maj Gen Bagga, who coordinated the Session, as e-Governance Track Chair, gave the background of evaluation model, based on Result Enabler Approach using Analytical Hierarchical Process (AHP), being researched and used for CSI Nihilent e-Governance Awards, during recent years. CSI specialists and all the stake holders have appreciated the extensive documentation and evaluation efforts to strengthen e-Governance implementation in India.
Prof Thrimurthy, President CSI profusely thanked M/S Nihilent for supporting these awards for seven years and said that CSI-Nihilent has now become a prestigious brand to reckon with in all Governmental sectors. Mr Ravi Teja, Vice President, Nihilent promised to continue the support in the future. He also briefed the participants on the major efforts being undertaken by M/s Nihilent in carrying out a survey of various e-Governance initiatives in different States. Keeping in view of the importance of e-Governance initiatives reaching common citizen, he implored that all concerned must support these activities. Dr Vijay Bhatkar, Chairman e-Governance Committee, Government of Maharashtra, while congratulating the winners highlighted that India now ranks 4th largest economy in the world. Dr Bhatkar enlightened the audience of the major efforts made by the Government, particularly with the formation of Centre for Development of Advance Computing (C-DAC) in bringing the High Performance Computing platforms for use by scientific, as well as the corporate world. He felt that India can easily become number one, if it focuses on good education from primary level onwards and has good governance using e-Governance initiatives.
A special session devoted to presentation of CSI Awards of Excellence with Mr Philip Jose D’Souza, Hon’ble Revenue Minister of Goa, as Chief Guest was another important plenary session in the evening. He gave away the memento to Mr Ravi S Saxena, IAS Additional Chief Secretary, Government of Gujarat, along with Dr Neeta Shah, Director (e-Governance), Award of Excellence for State of Gujarat (Refer Photo 1). Mr Ravi Saxena thanked CSI for the awards and highlighted the success of major e-Governance initiatives in Gujarat. He also assured full support for the ‘Knowledge Sharing Summit’, as well as the next Annual Convention of CSI to be held at Ahmedabad next year.

 As per the CSI SIGeGov practice of documenting all the major e-Governance initiatives in India, a special book ‘Enablers of Change: Selected e-Governance Initiatives in India’, published by ICFAI University Press was released by Mr Philip Jose D’Souza, Hon’ble Revenue Minister of Goa, The book has been edited by Piyush Gupta, R K Bagga and Ayaluri Sridevi and is updated up to 16 Nov 2010. The book is the 5th in the series released by CSI SIGeGOV and contains the nominations for   Projects, Departments and Districts, evaluated by this year Selection Committee, comprising of eminent specialists in the area of e-Governance including MP Gupta, Mahesh Chandra, Ashok Agarwal, Harish P Iyer, Piyush Gupta, Ayaluri Sridevi, Lalit Sawhney, Surendra Kapoor, Nityesh Bhat, LC Singh, Ravi Teja and ML Saikumar. In addition, the book also contains learnings from Impact Assessment, Government transformation and assessment methodology written by experts including Dr Subhash Bhatnagar, IIM, Ahmedabad, Dr G P Sahu MNNIT Allahabad and J C Kapoor, IIPA, New Delhi.
Mr Surendra Kapoor (Ex Executive Director CMC Ltd) and member of the CSI Nihilent e-Governance Selection Committee proposed vote of thanks and accepted to be the Convener of these Awards for next year 2010-2011. The Awards ceremony was followed by a special Dinners for Awardees along with the participants of CSI2010 Annual Convention.

K S Vijaya Sekhar
Secretariat, CSI SIGeGov

Photograph 1. Mr Philip Jose D’Souza, Hon’ble Revenue Minister of Goa handing over memento to Mr Ravi S Saxena, IAS Addl Chief Secretary, Govt of Gujarat in presence of MD Agarwal, Vice President, CSI; Prof P Thirumurthy, President, CSI; Shri Mahalingam, Past President, CSI and Dr R K Bagga, Chairman, CSI-SIGeGOV. Also in photo are Anil Srivastava, IAS and Dr Neeta Shah Director, e-Governance, Gujarat.
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Photograph 2. Ms Shruthi Singh IAS, District Collector of SBS Nagar, Punjab receiving the ‘Award of Excellence in District’ Category (Joint winner along with Jhansi, UP) from Dr Vijay Bhatkar and Mr Ravi Teja of Nihilent.
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Photograph 3. Mr Rajasekhar IAS, DM Jhansi UP receiving the ‘Award of Excellence’ in District category (Joint winner along with SBS Nagar, Punjab) in presence of Prof P Thirumurthy, President, CSI.
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Photograph 4. Mr Hardik Shah Member Secretary, Gujarat Pollution Control Board who received the Special Recognition award under ‘Environment’ category addressing the gathering.
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Photograph 5. Dr DS Manhas, DGP of Himachal Pradesh receiving Special Recognition award under ‘Law & Judiciary’ category for Police Department, Himachal Pradesh.
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